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In 1860, thousands journeyed to the Colorado Territory, beckoned by reports of gold discoveries in

the mountains west of Denver. In the early 1870s, W.A.H. Loveland built a railroad connecting

Denver to the Clear Creek Mining District-the Colorado Central Railroad. Over the next 28 years,

other lines were established, bought, sold, extended, and merged to service the mining towns of

Black Hawk, Central City, Idaho Springs, and Silver Plume. In 1898, the Union Pacific, Denver &

Gulf, and the Denver Leadville & Gunnison were combined to form the Colorado & Southern

Railway. After more than 40 years of dedication to the Clear Creek District, the railroad was

scrapped in 1941. However, tourism would revitalize the area, and in the years to come a group of

enthusiasts began to rebuild a portion of the old right of way. Toady, the spirit of the C&S is alive

again, and rail fans can make the same journey over "The Loop" that thrilled tourists a century ago.
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Author Allan C. Lewis maintains an impressive personal library of over 180,000 images relating to

military, mining, railroading, and other facets of the American West. He has written and published

extensively on rail topics, including another Arcadia title, Railroads of the Pike's Peak Region:

1870-1900. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

I bought this book for a Christmas gift for my train buff husband. It is part of a series with great

photos and history about period railways that's interesting and beautiful.



Good history of line.
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